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Palestinian Political Organization

82 The Third Palestinian National Congress, Haifa, 14 December 1920. Dele-

gates to the congress represented the main cities and districts of Pales-
tine. Seven congresses were held between 1919 and 1928 (photographs
of the First and Seventh Congresses are unavailable, and the British pre-
vented the convening of the Second Congress, scheduled for May 1920;
see 68). At the Third Congress it was decided to form an Executive Com-
mittee to conduct business between congresses. Musa Kazim Pasha al-
" Husseini (see 78) was chosen chairman of the committee and president of
the congresses, posts he held until his death. These congresses, forerun-
ners of the Palestinian National Congress (PNC) held under the aegis of
the Palestine Liberation QOrganization (PLO) since 1964, reflect early
Palestinian attempts at political organization. They passed resolutions ex-
pressing fear of Zionist objectives and affirming Palestinian demands for
" proportional representation and national independence. From right to left,
the banner in Arabic reads: «Palestine is the cradie of Jesus»; «Preserve
al-Agsa Mosque»; «Palestine is Arab». Third right, last row, is the future
Palestinian leader Haj Amin al-Husseini (see 88, 100, 202, 290) a few
months before he became mufti (interpreter of religious law) of Jerusalem
in May 1921. |
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