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Abstract

This study examined the impact of the second Palestinian legislative
elections on Palestinian democratic transformations within the Palestinian
society in the wake of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas)'s winning
of these elections. To this end, the researcher raised questions pertinent to
the impact of these elections on the future of the Palestinian political
system. The researcher also studied the variables which have affected the
political system from the ratification of Oslo Accords to the second
parliamentary elections which effected important changes in the Palestinian
democracy. To answer the questions of this study, the researcher began
with a survey of Oslo Accords in terms of their nature and their effect on
the Palestinian society. The researcher specifically investigated how the
Palestinians got engaged in the political process and its impact on the
Palestinian political system. As a matter of fact, their Palestinian Israeli
agreements in Oslo had affected the Palestinian political system and
created a state of division within the Palestinian society inside and in the
Diaspora. Nevertheless, the agreement made it possible for the Palestinians
to establish the first Palestinian authority in their land. However, this
authority did not have full sovereignty. The researcher also explained that

these agreements had written off the Palestinians' demand for the



restoration of the 1948 lands after their acceptance and recognition of the

UN resolutions 242 and 338.

The researcher then moved to discuss the nature of the Palestinian
political system and the impact of that on the democratic transformations in
the Palestinian society. To this end, the researcher examined the influence
of the second Palestinian legislative elections in the Palestinian factions
and forces. These elections and their results were a very important turning
point in the Palestinian society. All Palestinian national factions and forces,

except Islamic Jihad, participated in these elections landslide.

The victory of Hamas in these elections was a political upheaval in
the political system from being a one- party political system to a system
characterized by political pluralism. This victory by Hamas in these
legislation elections surprised all including Hamas itself. That stunning
victory came after the democratic process to proved that the Palestinian
people's option was not necessarily supportive of the foreign and American
position. Smoothness and quiet, which accompanied these elections, also
astonished observers and the public. The Palestinians individuals and
institutions, took upon themselves to make these elections a success. No
violations were reported during the election process. This made
international observers consider what had happened a big change in the

democratic course of the Palestinian people.

The researcher concluded that these elections have contributed to the

reinforcement of the state of democracy in the Palestinian society and this

C



in turn was reflected in the Palestinian political reality. However, the
changes in the aftermath of these elections had had a great impact on the
role played by the state's institutions in effecting this change particularly
after Hamas moved from opposition and resistance to authority take over,
and Fatah movement's change of position from authority to partial
opposition. Fatah, after the elections, continued to control the institutions
and presidency but lost its parliamentary strength. Moreover, the political
developments, in the wake of these elections, showed that the world had an
"appointment" with change in the structure of the Palestinian authority.
This change was met with international rejection of the results of ballots
after Hamas had achieved a big victory. This clearly showed that the world
was waiting for a type of democracy that would suit it. However, the results

"blew" against the world's wishes.

In spite of this negative reaction of the international community, the
elections turned things upside down. They produced a new Palestinian
democratic path after the people participated strongly in these elections
which in turn made them capable of effecting the required change. The
democratic transformation and the results of the second Palestinian
legislative elections were the basic pillar on which this was based. The
hypothesis of this study was that the elections and their results had played
an outstanding role in effecting Palestinian democracy. After testing this
hypothesis, it was found that the elections and their results have created a
new reality after the participation of several major factions and forces.

They all competed over the legislative council seats, thus reflecting a big
d



democratic change in the Palestinian political system. The results of these
elections have put an end to the hegemony of one faction in the Palestinian
arena. These also reinforced the state of partnership between the different
factions and force. The elections, it should be maintained, were held on the
principle of competition between the parties and forces to change the
political reality. This study ended with investigation into the required role,
expected from the political forces in Palestinian arena, to create an equation
or strike a balance between the political desires of the parties and forces
and the desires of individual's who expressed their commitment to the

democratic option.





