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letter lo Dr Weizmann, then president of the World .Zionist 

Organization, in which he gave an interpretation of the White 
Book which amounted to a renunciation and recanting of it::; 
intent. So much was this the case that the Arabs have since 
called MacDonald's letter "the Black Book." They became fully 
convinced of a truth which they had always suspected, namely 
Lhe u·emendous power the Jews had ever the British Govern­
mt:>nt and their ability to sec.luce the great range of their ambi­
tions which fitted in admirably with these of the British 

Government. 

Jli.-OPENING WIDE THE DOOR QI,� lMMlGRATION 
AND THE GROWTH OF THE JEWISH DANGER. 

It was not long after that, when the British Government 
opened wide the door of immigration, disregarding every consi­
deration or recommendation in the reports of its committees 
and experts, as it also ignored them in the transfer of lands to 
the Jews, and in disregarding the proper protection of the Arab 
peasantry. Im.migration became an alarming flood, reaching the 
figure of 20,000 a year, then 30,000, then 40,000, then 60,000. 
Between 1932 and 1935 more than 200,000 entered the country, 
whereas the average for the previous 14 years, from 1919-1931

it did not go beyond 7,000 a year or a total of a little over 100,000.
The Jews kept up their purchase of lands, forcing out the Arab
farmers and turning them loose in the cities, in spite of the
dwindling land holdings left jn the hands of those farmers. The
Government did nothing to successfully stop this stampede for
land. The class of the landless grew in number, as competition
0£ the Jews to the Arabs also grew keener in the various economic
fields. This is not to mention the increasing number of Jewish
office-holders in the government which seemed to be completely
in their control, the devious manners in which they managed to
attain what they went after, and tl1e government yielding to
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them in all matters that concerned them. They strongly blocked 
the British Government in the execution of its constitutional 
measures which often led to an impasse. The Arabs were then 
truly frightened, because they saw taking shape before them the 
spectre of the danger which they had feared, danger to their 
very existence. It was a clear refutation of the English claim 
that Arab fears were exaggerated, paying little attention to the 
evil and oppression which the Arabs had to bear. Finally, in the 
fall of 1933 the Arabs held protest demonstrations which were 
met with brutal violence in which tens of innocent victims were 
killed. 

37.-THE GENERAL STRIKE AND THE REVOLT. 

The stream of immigration continued. The tragedy of 
Palestine had no parallel in brutality and abnormality, subjecting 
the Arabs to being overwhelmed in their own homeland by 
hordes of all nationalities who were displacing them against 
their will and by all and sundry means of treachery. And 
,vhenever the Arabs lifted their voice in complaint and denuncia­
tion the Government silenced it by resort to steel and fire. prisons 
and the gallows, exile and expulsion. There was no other resort 
left to the Arabs but to declare a general strike, thus hoping to 
make their voice heard by the conscience of humanity, to move 
petrified hearts which had been callous to their bitter plight. It 
was a strike unparalleled in history, lasting six full months, from 
April to October, 1936t in which some one million Arabs com­
pletely stopped work and closed down their schools. There was 
tension everywhere in the land. Meetings were held and 
demonstrations were organized. It was not long before friction 
began to appear between the Arabs and the British authorities 
who were appalled at the turn of events and utterly failed to 
control it through its usual channels of deceit and pacification. 
'.l'h<' friction t\trned to a devastating revolt in :which the Arah 


































