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Abstract

Palestine faced a painful event in 1948, which was named The Palestinian
Nakba (The Palestinian Catastrophe), which had as a result the
displacement of its people from their home lands to other places which
included the Gaza Strip. Arriving to the Gaza Strip, the displaced found
themselves without shelter or food, and so they spread all over the strip
and lived in tents till the camps were built. These camps were eight in the
Gaza Strip, and they lacked the basic humanitarian needs. The Beach
camp was one of these eight camps.

Beach camp was one of the camps established to host the Palestinian
emigrants who were displaced in 1948. People there lived under very
harsh conditions, especially that they had left all their properties back in
their home lands hoping that they will return after a short period of time.
Foreign foundations like Quakers and the UNRWA helped settle the
Palestinian refugees in the camp by providing food, clothes and some
financial aid, even though sometimes this aid was not enough for
covering the refugees’ needs. Beach camp hosts refugees from many
different occupied Palestinian villages and cities like Al-Majdal
(Ashgelon), Bareer, Al Jora, and others.

The present study discusses the condition under which the Palestinian
refugees lived and are still living in Beach Camp in Gaza Strip. It also
provides a realistic picture for the concerned agencies and authorities
about the conditions of the refugees who live in the Beach camp, thus
helping in the documentation of the Palestinian Catastrophe/Exodus,
hoping to help improve these conditions. The study exposes the condition
of the Palestinian refugees in Beach Camp from 1952 to 2013. It provides
information about the establishment of the camp and the development of
its construction together with the socioeconomic status and the resistance
of its people against their occupier.

The method that was used in this study is research methodology. Also the
writer of the study relied on many oral historic interviews and used many
Arabic sources and references.



The main finding of this study was that the Palestinian refugee camps
were, and still are, a living picture of the struggle that Palestine has gone
through. The study also exposes the history’s largest destruction and
displacement event that had as a result the occupation of Palestine by the
Israelis, with a huge loss of villages, towns, establishments and lands
together with the displacement of the Palestinians.
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