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about UNRWA

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly
in 1949 and mandated to provide assistance and protection to some
5.4 million registered Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help Palestine
refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip achieve
their full human development potential, pending a just and lasting
solution to their plight. UNRWA services encompass education, health
care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement,
protection and microfinance.

about the European
Union Madad Fund

Since its establishment in 2014, the European Union Regional Trust
Fund in Response to the Syrian crisis (EUTF), the “Madad” Fund, has
supported more than 2 million Syrian refugees and local communities
in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, the Western Balkans, and Armenia. The
Trust Fund helps both Syrian refugees and local communities get better
access to education, job opportunities, healthcare, water and protection
services. The EUTF also contributes to a stronger and cohesive society,
with a particular focus on children, youth and women.
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a journey into the lives of palestinian refugees from syria in lebanon

introduction

The European Union Regional Trust
Fund in Response to the Syrian
crisis, the “Madad” Fund, aims to
address the longer term economic,
educational and social needs of
Syrian refugees in neighboring
countries such as Jordan, Lebanon,
Turkey and Iraq, as well as helping
overstretched host communities.

Palestinian refugees from Syria
(PRS) are among those particularly
affected by the conflict. Over
120,000 PRS have fled the country,
including around 31,533 to
Lebanon, as of June 2018. Twice
displaced, PRS are particularly
vulnerable and highly reliant on
UNRWA's assistance. More than
90% of PRS are living under the
poverty line and almost 95% of PRS
households are food insecure.

In Lebanon, the EUTF Madad
contributed 144 million EUR
to the project ‘Maintaining the
Resilience of Palestine Refugees
from Syria in Jordan and Lebanon’
Through this project, UNRWA
aims to strengthen the resilience
of Palestine refugees affected by
the crisis through the provision
of equitable and inclusive quality
education services, protection
services for individuals at risk, and
the provision of multi-purpose
cash assistance so that refugees
can meet their most basic needs.

"Without hope, we are lost."

-Mahmoud Darwish

' American University of Beirut survey 2015
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a journey into the lives of palestinian refugees from syria in lebanon

about

this book

Like so many creative works, this book is the product of collaboration, experimentation and
lots of determination.

Ten Palestine refugee student photographers were chosen from across Lebanon to
participate in an after-school photography workshop facilitated by international instructors.
Over the course of a semester, they learned the fundamentals of digital photography and
were invited to document their lives as well as events and activities in their communities that
are funded by the European Union, including those of the project.

This book was made possible through the financial support of the European Union Regional
Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian crisis. The European Union is one of the largest

multilateral providers of international assistance to Palestine refugees, providing support
to UNRWA's Programme Budget, ensuring the provision of essential core services, as well as
support to emergency appeals that respond to the acute humanitarian needs of regional
crises. It also supports various projects in camp improvement and shelter rehabilitation, the
reconstruction of Nahr el-Bared Camp, and education, including this project.

Within these pages you'll find photographs taken by Khaled, Israa, Asmaa, Roaa, Raya,
Wael, Amin, Ahmad, Hamza and Lina, alongside images by Carlos Pérez Osorio, a Mexican
documentary photographer and filmmaker residing part-time in Beirut. Readers are given
a chance to see life through the lenses of these teenage refugees, to witness moments of
hardship as well as moments of joy and levity — and the colorful, nuanced spectrum in
between.
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what is resilience?

The UN defines ‘resilience’ as ‘the ability of individuals, households,
communities and institutions to anticipate, withstand, recover and
transform from shocks and crises caused by a disaster, violence or conflict’?
Yet the word ‘resilience; is rarely able to convey the very personal impact
of its subject matter.

To be a refugee from Syria is to live with uncertainty. Conflict dating back
to 2011 has left a generation of youth unsure about what their future
holds. Still, talk to Palestinian refugees from Syria in the camps throughout
Lebanon, and they will tell you about their dreams and ambitions, express
gratitude towards their supportive community and reveal shades of their
inner strength. Some might call this resilience.

n refugees from syria in lebanon

Since the crisis, UNRWA has worked to strengthen the resilience of
Palestine refugees by providing basic services to PRS in Lebanon,
including humanitarian relief multipurpose cash assistance and the
provision of emergency education and protection services.

With a civil war still ongoing, supporting Palestinian refugees from Syria
is more critical than ever.

ajourney into the lives of pales

23RP: Regional Refugee & Resilience Plan in Response to the
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a journey into the lives of palestinian refugees from syria in lebanon

—-Rouaa Abou Issa, Saadnayel Beqaa

Elal s e 93l 5

~Israa Daoud, Shatila Camp
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To be Palestinian is to be a refugee, and to be a Palestinian refug
from Syria is to be a refugee twice over.

I live in the village of Saadnayel in the Begaa Valley, outside of the

Palestinian camps. While | no longepgive in a camp, | did back in Syria.
s

Where | live, the beautiful thing is seeing many different faces
every day and many personalities, who together create roader
understanding of community. In the camps, one sees many of the same
}éies, the majority of whom are Palestinian. | like being able to build new
relationships with our Lebanese neighbors. Living amongst them helps

/ us feel less alienated.

It was nice that Lebanon opened its doors to us and embraced us in
its home despite the country’s own problems. We experience kindness
and generosity from many people. Because we spend time together in
schools and universities, and as neighbors, we have many close friends
who are Lebanese.

Sometimes a certain person or image reminds me that | am a refugee,
but that is rar

ajourney into the lives of palestinian refugees from syria in lebanon

eople to focus on my face and eyes, what | say when | am
ing and what | say merely with only my gaze. With photography
nd film,| can spread important messages about peace and coexistence.

—Roaa Abo Issa, Photography Student
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-Israa Daoud, Shatila Camp Milsdh muse 299la ¢lawl-  —Wael Rashed, Nahr el-Bared Camp Ll g @ aably Jilg-




—-Rouaa Abou Issa, Saadnayel Beqaa

—-Ahmad Abou Salah, Ein El Hilweh Camp
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—-Khaled Odwan, Wavel Camp
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a journey into the lives of palestinian refugees from syria in lebanon

-Lina Abbassi, Saida

lapo  psbie L

-Israa Daoud, Shatila Camp
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-Lina Abbassi, Saida
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, Shatila Camp

-Asmaa Hussein,
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My community is a big family to me, and peo'ple in the camp are all my .+*"
friends. Contrary to what everyone sees, the camp is full of love — and this

is the shape of a strong society. We support each other by planting and
gardening together, eating together and lounging together. People like

to get hookah, watch football, play basketball and swim in sea. Because

my neighbors are my friends, I'm never bored.

~Wael Rashed, Photography Student
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Khaled plays with his younger brother
at home in Wavel Camp in the Beqaa
Valley, Baalbek.
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A girl is invited to play with a balloon as
part of a carnival organized for children
with disabilities at the Palestiniadi.



—Raya Alshareef, Nazareth School, Beddawi Camp

—-Rouaa Abou Issa, Open Day at Jarmaq School, Beqaa Valley
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-Ameen Awad, Palestiniadi, Siblin Training Centre, Saida
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An Open Day at Bet Jala School, Saida, provides psychosocial support for students
through recreational activities.

AL elate Bl awaill mestl Bgy o Ay oy dusyin o Coido pos
dged,all sl s oo

25

uoueqp| ul elAs woly saabnyas uelunisajed Jo saAI| aY3 ojul A3uinof e

o © e () e < w0 R (P 0



O 1 s 3o 3l (bl 22 Bl § Al

a journey into the lives of palestinian refugees from syria in lebanon

26

Boys play cards in Nahr el-Bared Camp.
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Khaled’s mother and grandmother, Fatima and Afaf, pose for portrait
in their home in Wavel Camp.
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Ghida sings a traditional Palestinian song at
the opening ceremony of the Palestiniadi.

A

—Rouaa Abou Issa, Saadnayel Beqaa gLl Jibisesw e o 53 —Raya Alshareef, Nazareth School, Byolidl dssyan dgy il Liy-
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-Ameen Awad, Aqsa School, Rashidieh Camp
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—Raya Alshareef, Nazareth School, Beddawi Camp
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education, protection
& relief services

The European Union Madad Fund project enables UNRWA in Lebanon to
provide a comprehensive response to the Syrian crisis affecting Palestine
refugees and address their essential needs. The project comprises of three
components: the provision of comprehensive quality education services,
humanitarian relief through the agency’s cash assistance programme,
and enhanced protection for individuals at risk.

The EU-Madad project has supported the integration of over 5,400 PRS
children in 66 UNRWA schools across Lebanon through the provision
of comprehensive education services, including psychosocial support,
learning support, health education, and recreational activities.

To support social cohesion and community resilience, 13 women and girls’
committees have been established in Palestinian camps with a view to
establishing long-term social networks and support groups that address
protection issues and risks, and build positive coping mechanisms.

The project also supports the creation of confidential counselling spaces
in UNRWA installations, with a view to improving access to protection

~ services for individuals at risk.

The Agency’s multi-purpose cash support is designed to cover a range
of basic needs for Palestinian refugees from Syria, in addition to food,
including shelter and non-food items, whilst affording refugees more
choice in the determination of these needs.
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Mural painting workshop at Palestine Martyrs School.
—-Ahmad Abou Salah
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-Ameen Awad, Aqsa School, Rashidieh Camp

Apardy ) @uine aB¥l duyao g ol

—Raya Alshareef, Nazareth School, Beddawi Camp
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Students playing at Jarmagq School in Beqaa (Left) and their backpacks wait nearby (Right).

—Rouaa Abou Issa
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Two photography students, Asmaa and Israa, stop to pose in Shatila Camp.
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Football players train indoors as part of the Winter Sports Programme.
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Basketball players scrimmage as part of the Winter Sports Programme.
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Muzna, a psychosocial counselor at Qastal School in Wavel Camp, laughs. Her daughter Maya (L), a student in the school, braids her hair as she waits.
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Nariman (Left) buys food through the multi-purpose
cash assistance programme. Her son Mohammed
(Right) enjoys an afternoon snack of yellow corn.

apaaill baelull mobiy Jundy plebll giids Gludl ole) oleb
0 ddds dugy (pradl L) aaso Lgil gieiay oale¥l szl
el sy 8,58 JMs 8,40

45

uoueqp| ul elAs woly saabnyas uelunisajed Jo saAI| aY3 ojul A3uinof e

oy § e (&) o (<0 0 SR (P 0



Ol 1 3w G0 3 (b 22 Bl & oy

a journey into the lives of palestinian refugees from syria in lebanon

student contributors

Rouaa Abou Issa, age 16
Jarmagq School, Saadnayel Beqaa

“| take photos in order to convey a certain
message. The message can be very expressive
— sometimes a photo can speak louder than
words. Also, | want to be the voice of those
who are unable to express their own message.”
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Wael Rashed, age 17 17 yasll dly Jilg
Amqa School, Nahr el-Bared Camp U 59 oo sl duyie
“| like taking pictures of nature because of the «dofidly oy all Lgitedl ooy da bl pugans Cuso

exotic colors, which can attract attention. It
can be remarkable.”



Ameen Awad, age 17
Agsa School, Rashidieh Camp

“I like everything about photography, it makes
me feel happy.”

«daleandly ga).!_s."u._r 949 Avilg> JolS juguaill u.»“»

oSyLed) G|

Israa Daoud, age 16
Galilee School, Burj Barajneh Camp

“I enjoy taking pictures of children laughing; |
like to capture their innocence.”
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Raya Alshareef, age 16
Nazareth School, Beddawi Camp

“I like taking pictures of smiling people — they
give me hope!”
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Ahmad Abou Salah, age 17
Bissan School, Ein El Hilweh Camp

“| prefer to take photos that reflect my lifestyle,
which is about simplicity. Faking things makes
it too complicated.”
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Asmaa Hussein, Age 16
Galilee School, Burj Barajneh Camp

“I like the technical part of photography,
learning the different settings of the camera
for the best outcome.”
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Hamze Merie, age 16 16 yasll (S 50 Spas
Deir Yasin School, El Buss Camp ol e Gl 93 Luosdka
“I dream of becoming the best photographer crellell b gune il pedd of @lsl
in the world”" . )
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Khaled Odwan, age 17
Qastal School, Wavel Camp

“Photography helps us show the problems of
others.
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Lina Abassi, age 17
Beit Jala School, Saida

“When | am taking photographs, | feel free
because | am the queen of this picture. | also
feel responsible because | have to portray the
real reality and convey to others what | think”
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This book has been produced with the assistance of the European Union.
The contents of this book are the sole responsibility of UNRWA and can in
no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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